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being about five miles, and its breadth between two and three.
At its south-western corner are found a few brackish wells;
thus provided, Aboo-Moosa is not an unfrequent shelter and
temporary abode for crews in sea-chances like our own, though
the only regular inhabitants of the island are wild-fowl and
conies. The eastern side of the island, on which we had cast
anchor, presents many points of retreat; the western is iron-
bound, and the waves now broke on it in white foam. Far
ofT over the sea to the south-west we could just distinguish
a dim dream of rocks belonging to Seer, an island in the
Pearl Bay.

The comparative solitude of the place produced a great effect
on the imaginative mind of my companion Yoosef, unaccustomed
to such loneliness; and he observed, with a melancholy laugh,
"Were all our friends ashore to guess where we are at this
moment, would any one of them hit on Aboo-Moosa1?" This
lie said while standing on the shore ; for, finding that our stay
might be a long one, we had after consultation agreed to swim
to land; inasmuch as our craft was moored at some distance
from the beach, and had not the advantage of a jolly-boat, or
" Djaliboot," as Arabs call it, with a slight modification of the
English name. So a jib-sail is here a " Djeeb," a main-rnast
"Meyanah," a brig "Breek," &c. We carried each on his
head, one a carpet, one the coffee-pots, another the cooking
utensils, and so forth, till we had enough to establish a complete
land encampment high up on the beach opposite the ship.

Two days we made Aboo-Moosa our abode, awaiting a lull
in the gale, now favourable, but too strong. To kill the time,
we clambered up crags, made friends with the herdsmen and
the fishermen, who were no less desirous than ourselves to find
some one to talk to, and explored the island from one end to
another; while Yoosef, unaware that all that glitters is not
gold, collected large bits of spar, here in great plenty, con-
ceiving them to be something very precious. Nay, though it
was now mid-February, the mildness of the atmosphere encou-
raged us to repeated feats of swimming, though we little ex-
pected that within a few weeks we should have occasion to
bring it to a more serious trial.

" How happily the days of Thalaba went by" in such amicable